Conserve biological diversity, yes. But preserving ecosystems and land first.

Patrice SAGBO


According to the UN, the population of the humans has crossed seven billion people. Seven billion people need food, water, air, energy,  plants, supplied by ecosystems and through agriculture, pastoralism, hunting, gathering, and other basic uses in connection with the traditional knowledge of local indigenous communities worldwide.


Unfortunately, the phenomenon of land grabbing in developing countries is growing. This is especially the case in Africa where 60 million hectares of land were sold in 2009. These transactions do not bring any benefits promised to the local populations, but rather contribute to the expulsion of millions of small farmers, herders, and fishermen from their ancestral lands to make way for export-oriented crops, including biofuels. This is contrary to good conservation practices of biological diversity including those of our dear and brave indigenous and local experts to whom we owe respect and honor.


If we are not careful, these mass expulsions of indigenous and local communities of their lands certainly cause erosion or disappearance of all the traditional knowledge and who have made an invaluable service to humanity through the conservation of biological diversity.


We encourage the parties, the Conference of the Parties and the high authorities responsible for compliance with the Convention on Biological Diversity to include specific actions in the new strategic plan of the Convention to save our ecosystems. As Albert Einstein said, "the world will not be destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch and do nothing." 


So act now. 
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Representatives of local communities living near the swamp forest of Hlanzoun Koussoukpa Republic of Benin.
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